


Tell me about: Ruhul Amin

Ruhul (below) is working in Oxfam Community
Aid Abroad's Melbourne office on a job exchange
in our Human Resources department, while one
of our Melbourne-based staff is working in
Ruhul’s home office in Dhaka, Bangladesh.

Tell us about your usual job in Bangladesh

I work in the regional management centre for
Oxfam Great Britain s staff in South Asia, there
are eight of these centres around the world.

| look after all sorts of personnel issues for our
international staff in Bangladesh, Sri Lanka,
Nepal, Afghanistan, India and Pakistan.

So | write up employment contracts, look at
salaries, help with recruitment and selection,
help with recruitment during humanitarian
emergencies lots of other activities too.

Sounds like you’re very busy ...
Yes, everything is urgent!
How many people do you work with?

There s about 450 staff across South Asia,
and 32 in the centre in Dhaka.

What are you doing while in Australia?

I m here for about four months on a job
exchange, working on the humanitarian
relief register here.

What are your plans for the future?

| want to develop my career with Oxfam and
give more support in the humanitarian area.

What did you study to get involved in this work?

| have Bachelors in Social Science;
next year | want to study for a Masters.

Have you seen much of Australia?

I ve seen some of the countryside in Victoria.
1d like to get to Tasmania while | am here.
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Six-year-old Chelsea busks to raise money for Oxfam Community Aid Abroad.
Photo courtesy of the McCann family.

Busking for a better world

Six-year-old Chelsea McCann of Brentwood in Western Australia is
possibly our youngest supporter. With a keen awareness of issues such
as the importance of conserving water, Chelsea organised a number of
busking sessions playing the piano to raise money for Oxfam Community
Aid Abroad s programs in developing countries.

| wanted to help people in other countries, says Chelsea, who played
pieces by Beethoven, Mozart and Bach in shopping malls and captured
the attention of passers-by. Chelsea also made up a jigsaw display of
faces from around the world. Each time she reached a certain donation
amount, she would add another piece to her jigsaw. After five performances,
Chelsea had completed her jigsaw and raised an impressive $358 for
Oxfam Community Aid Abroad.

Katherine McCann, Chelsea s mum, explains that she likes to discuss
social issues with her daughter to give her a better understanding of the
world. | talk to her about the importance of protecting the environment,
how people around the world live and issues like that, says Katherine.

Our warm thanks go to Chelsea and her supportive family for such an
amazing fundraising effort.

A life well lived By Brian Loffler

We Il sorely miss Brian Hobbs (below). He was a wonderful leader, always
showing the way by building a consensus from the grass roots. Oxfam
Community Aid Abroad owes Brian and his family a huge debt of gratitude
for all of the time, thought, care and energy that Brian gave over four
decades at all levels; his local Community Aid Abroad Group, the Walk
Against Want, and countless committees. In the mid-1980s he made a
singularly important contribution as National Chair of Community Aid Abroad,
and subsequently in key leadership roles in the organisation s trading, direct
marketing and consulting subsidiaries. But he never lost touch with the
reality of life at home or abroad, travelling thoughtfully in India and Africa.
Out in the Australian bush that he loved so dearly, he served indigenous
communities with his fine medical skills and innate humility.

Right until weeks before his death, he continued
his campaign for Oxfam Community Aid Abroad
to strengthen the role and significance of its
community base, and for Oxfam Trading to uphold
the relationship with artisans as its core value.

Brian Hobbs died peacefully at home on

23 April after a courageous struggle with cancer.
Thank you Brian for a life well lived. We Il carry
your spirit and commitment forward to the next
generation.

From the Chair, Judy Mitchell

The February meeting of the Board involved a mid-term
review of the agency s Strategic Plan. We examined the
plans implementation, progress made and lessons learned,
as well as assessing the changing external environment.

The Board received background papers on progress against
the Plans milestones, the implementation of the One-Program

approach and some critical organisational development issues.

The Board took decisions to:

Extend the Strategic Plan for two years to June 2007 and
consider proposed revised Key Performance Indicators
and milestones. This Plan has an ambitious change
agenda and while many of the building blocks are in
place, there is a need for consolidation. Extending the
plan will also enable closer alignment with the Oxfam
International planning process.

Consider at its August meeting the timing of the change
of the agency s name to Oxfam Australia.

Note the Management Team s proposal to focus internally
on organisational development, knowledge management,
and improvements to planning.

Consider at a subsequent meeting the agency s future
strategy on indigenous people s rights and objectives,
and strategy on youth.

Request greater attention to developments in the Pacific
and to the underlying causes of insecurity and terrorism.

For more information about activities of the Board,
see www.oxfam.org.au/about/board

Election of Directors —
call for nominations

Nominations are called for seven Directors to serve a four-
year term as Directors of Oxfam Community Aid Abroad
(OCAA) commencing in October 2004. Ordinary (ie
registered voting) Members are eligible to stand and must
be nominated by two other Ordinary Members of OCAA.

Nominations will close at 5pm 30 June and a postal ballot
of members will take place in August.

The Board of Directors comprises 13 voluntary members
who set the policies and directions for the company,

take responsibility for its financial wellbeing and appoints
the Executive Director and hold him/her accountable for
organisational performance.

Further information can be obtained by requesting
a Candidate Information and Nomination Pack
from the Electoral Committee. Ph 1800 088 110

or email enquire@caa.org.au @

Y - voices and visions of world youth

Join us at the opening of International Youth Parliament 2004,
which includes performers from five continents. Produced by
Oxfam Community Aid Abroad, Cirque du Soleil s Social &
Cultural Action, and Australian Theatre for Young People.

Two shows only: 6 & 7 July, tickets $38/$15 concession.

See www.oxfam.iyp.org.au or call Ticketek on (02) 9266 4800.

VICTORIA

Melbourne (03) 9650 6060
Prahran (03) 9529 4633
Camberwell (03) 9882 9599

TASMANIA
Hobart (03) 6234 6603
Launceston (03) 6331 7760

QUEENSLAND

Brisbane (07) 3221 4451
Indooroopilly (07) 3878 5074
Upper Mt Gravatt (07) 3349 4796

NEW SOUTH WALES
Sydney (02) 9231 4016
Miranda (02) 9524 8053

ACT
Canberra (02) 6247 3272
Belconnen (02) 6251 7045

SOUTH AUSTRALIA
Adelaide (08) 8223 1782
(08) 8231 0788

Marion (08) 8296 5477

WESTERN AUSTRALIA
Perth (08) 9321 3784
Fremantle (08) 9336 3111
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Aaraayee and the women in her family have been picking tea on this estate in Sri Lanka
for three generations. Tea picking six days a week from dawn till dusk is hard work.

Most workers like Aaraayee are Tamil, an ethnic minority. The majority of pickers are
born on the estate and never leave it, as they have been denied their basic rights of
citizenship and have no birth certificates or National Identity Cards.

Oxfam Community Aid Abroad’s partner SWEAT works with tea pickers to empower
them to take action to achieve their basic rights. SWEAT has also set up preschools
and is organising birth certificates and identification cards for the pickers.

Your donation to our regular giving program aware helps support projects
like this one. If you are not already a member, consider joining by calling
Freecall 1800 088 110. Thank you.
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