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INTRODUCTION
ABOUT OXFAM 
At Oxfam, we believe all lives are equal and no-one should live in poverty. We join forces with people who share this belief, to 
empower communities to build better lives for themselves. That’s why we are there on the ground, not only to save lives in times of 
crisis, but also to develop lasting solutions. Our work spans wide because there are many causes of poverty. That’s why we’re also in 
front of decision-makers, governments and corporations, and speak out on the big issues

This resource has been mapped to support the implementation of the Australian Curriculum, we strongly suggest that teachers also 
address the specific curriculum state jurisdictions, authorities and sectors. Available online for free download, the resource includes: 

•	 Specific mapping to the Australian Curriculum 

•	 Curriculum tables with Content Descriptors for the targeted bands

•	 Tablet and print friendly student activity worksheets

•	 Detailed lesson plan with support for assessment task decisions by the teacher

Credits: Oxfam Australia would like to acknowledge and thank Helen Ashley Dufty as author of the resource. Your knowledge, 
understanding, expertise and passion for the issues and curriculum implementation are greatly appreciated. 

Special thanks also to Sarah Medbury from Oxfam Australia, Andre Chadzynski from Ivanhoe Girls School for your patience exploring a 
draft resource and guidance and assistance provided through feedback. This resource was project managed by Lauren Giffen from 
Oxfam Australia Schools Program. 

Disclaimer: Reference has been made to the Australian Curriculum. This resource was developed as implementation support and 
does not imply endorsement by ACARA. Teachers should also refer to state jurisdiction for local curriculum context. This resource was 
originally published in September 2018. All information and links correct at the time of publishing.

Evelyn’s story Year 7 Resource Pack
This resource pack is designed for a Year 7 cohort, addressing knowledge in alignment with the Australian Curriculum related 
to geographical knowledge, understanding and inquiry skills. This lesson sequence will focus upon the quality and variability of 
Australia’s water resources compared with other continents, alongside the nature of water scarcity and ways of overcoming it. An 
aim of this resource pack is to encourage students to answer the Key Inquiry Questions: 

•	 What effect does the uneven distribution of resources and services have on the lives of people?

•	 What approaches can be used to improve the availability of resources and access to services?

Students will reflect upon their learning to propose individual and collective action in response to geographical challenges, 
alongside applying geographical concepts to draw conclusions based on analysis of data and information collected. 
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How to use this pack:
This resource pack is designed so as students undertake an introductory activity the day before viewing a video of Evelyn’s story, 
to gain understanding of the definition of physical and economic water scarcity or quality and the impact upon people, livestock 
and countries. After reading through the background material, students are expected to complete the first set of questions. The 
introductory activity can be printed and handed out to students separately from the last three pages of text and questions. 

The following lesson students will watch the VR story before completing the second set of questions in small groups. Details can be 
found under the lesson plan section of this resource pack. 

Following this lessons or for students who require it, there is a further extension and homework option available. 

How to set up and watch a VR story in your classroom:
Any phone with access to YouTube should be compatible with your VR headset. We suggest the Google Cardboard headset as a great 
entry level VR headset, it’s great for viewing VR films in a large group. Any headset will also work for the audio but closed over-ear 
headphones will help students get the most from the experience. You can buy the Google Cardboard headset online for USD $15 here:

https://vr.google.com/cardboard/get-cardboard/

When you get it, you can open this YouTube link within this email on your smartphone: https://www.youtube.com/
watch?v=jZUnUCWqwFw&feature=youtu.be or search “Oxfam VR 360”

You’ll need WIFI to stream it. It will open your YouTube app (if you don’t have the YouTube app on your phone you can download it). As 
soon as it starts playing, select the VR headset icon in the YouTube window (next to the total duration time bottom right). Open the 
front section of the Google Cardboard headset and pop your phone in there sideways with the viewing screen facing you. Don’t forget 
to plug in your headphones.

The film may appear blurry at first as the film will be streaming from the internet, so let it play/stream all the way through, so the 
second time you watch it should be MUCH clearer. 

Watch through completely once to make sure it’s all hunky dory, and then you’ll be ready to show others. It still may be blurry for the 
first few seconds on subsequent viewings though.

Students can also view this video on a device, such as an iPad on 360 experience. Teachers who have trialled this method stated 
that the headset gave the best experience, however it is still worth viewing on the video on their device as it allowed them to see the 
landscape in the 360 view. 

IMPORTANT NOTES
As the Google Cardboard headset provides a more crude viewing experience, people watching are more likely to experience motion 
sickness or dizziness, so for safety reasons make sure they are sitting down (not standing), and tell them that they can stop anytime 
if they feel unwell. Stay with them so they feel safe. Seat them in a swivel chair so they can look around completely to watch the 
360-degree film. The VR vision can take some getting used to so suggest students try it out and see if they get used to the VR 
experience, encourage students to look up, down and around to see the whole 360 experience.
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teacher lesson plans and  
answer key
Australian National Curriculum: Water Scarcity (Year 7) 

Key Inquiry Questions: 

•	 What effect does the uneven distribution of resources and services have on the lives of people?

•	 What approaches can be used to improve the availability of resources and access to services?

Knowledge and Understanding: 

•	 The quantity and variability of Australia’s water resources compared with other continents (ACHGK039)

•	 The nature of water scarcity and ways of overcoming it, including studies drawn from Australia and West Asia and/or North Africa.

Skills:

•	 Apply geographical concepts to draw conclusions based on the analysis of the data and information collected

•	 Reflect on their learning to propose individual and collective action in response to a contemporary geographical challenge, taking 
account of environmental, economic and social considerations, and predict the expected outcomes of their proposal (ACHGS054)

Activities: 

Note: The first three pages of the print material have been designed as an introduction activity for the day/evening before the video 
is viewed. You can print and hand out these separately from the last 3 pages of text/questions.

1.	 Students should read through the background material and complete the first set of questions before the class where they will 
view the video.

2.	 In class, students could be broken up into groups of 3-4 with each student assigned a role (moderator, recorder, speaker):

a.	  Each member of the group should share their answers from night before with the group. These can be recorded 
independently or in an electronically shared document. 

b.	 Students take turns watching the video Evelyn’s story. While one student watches the video, other students can start to read 
and complete the second set of questions (Sections titled “Turkana Region-Kenya & Oxfam Water Project).1 

c.	 Students share their impression of the video together and add to their answers. These can then be shared with the class as a 
whole. 

3.	 Extension/Homework: Students can complete the extension section using the map provided and any online resource (GapMinder, 
Aquastat). 

1	 It will not matter if the students watch the video before or after completing the activity sheet.



5Evelyn’s story Resource Pack – YEAR 7 teachers

Answer Key: Activity Sheet #1
Based on the information provided, please answer the following questions. 

1.	 What type of water scarcity does Kenya suffer from? Use at least two pieces of information from the text or figures that 
support your answer. 

According to Figure A, Kenya suffers from economic water scarcity. Some indicators in the text are: 

a)	 Kenya’s natural water resources do not allow for an equal distribution of water across the country;

b)	 some areas have private companies developing water resources and in other areas there is little development

c)	 Kenya's government does not have the funds to run pumping stations and existing piping systems are often in disrepair

2.	 What is be causing this type of water scarcity in Kenya?

a.	 Lack of government funding

b.	 Unequal investment across the country

c.	 Rapid urbanisation and the development of slums without proper water infrastructure.

3.	 What impact might water scarcity have on the people of Kenya?

a.	 A possible increase in illness from waterborne diseases, such as cholera

b.	 An increase in the amount of time water carriers need to use to collect water. This will divert from other  
important activities. 

c.	 People (particularly those living in rural areas) become vulnerable to seasonal fluctuations, such as droughts.  
This can impact the economy and cause people to move to the cities to find work (urbanisation). Rapid urbanisation 
doesn’t always mean access to cleaner water (see text). 

4.	 Can you explain the difference in urban and rural access to improved water sources (Figure e)?

a.	 Urban areas are often the first to receive infrastructure development. A skilled or semi- skilled workforce may be 
easier to access; the pipes cover smaller areas than rural pipes would have to. 

5.	  What might be the impact of improved access to water for women and girls in Kenya?

a.	 Women would be able to spend less time accessing water and more time caring for children. They may be and feel safer. 

b.	 Girls may be able to attend school more regularly. 

c.	 Everyone would have a lower probability of contracting a water-borne disease. 
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Using the video (https://www.oxfam.org.au/virtualreality/) and the information provided, please answer the following questions

1.	 What water practices were occurring in Evelyn’s community before Oxfam’s water project? 

a.	 Water was available for only 2 hours every 8 days. This meant there was not enough water for everyone in her 
community. 

b.	 Evelyn had to dig for water where the river used to flow. This is considered an unsafe water source. The video also 
shows her walking past a hole with water in it which she says even the animals will not drink from. 

c.	 The video also shows Evelyn and her sibling using the water to wash their hands. The water does not appear clean 
and this may spread disease. 

d.	 The text describes the community’s use of the water pan as a source of water. The water had a foul odour and green 
colour and was used by the community for several purposes. This probably contributed to the increasing number of 
gastrointestinal diseases reported by the local nurse. 

e.	 The text also indicates that the community may use Lake Turkana as a last resort, knowing this will make them ill. 

2.	 In what ways were these practices impacting Evelyn and her community? 

a.	 Evelyn describes in the video how long it takes her to find water. 

b.	 Evelyn’s sister was unwell and needed to visit the nurse, possibly as a result of drinking contaminated water. 

c.	 Lack of water could create conflict within the community (text) 

d.	 The text discusses the fact that the search for water diverts girls away from school (Evelyn mentions this as well) and 
can mean women spend a long time collecting water. 

e.	 The text discusses a rise in gastrointestinal diseases in the community

f.	 The community has to make hard choices about how to use the water they do have. Some will choose to water 
livestock because that is their livelihood. This means there may not be enough for sanitation (washing hands after 
using the toilet), cleaning and cooking (text) 

3.	 How did Oxfam contribute to developing access to safe water? What impact do you believe this will have on the 
community? 

a.	 Oxfam worked with other partners, including the government to install a solar water system. This included installing a 
nine-kilometre pipeline, rehabilitating water kiosks (central points where the community can access water) that were 
not working, providing training in water system maintenance and management drilling a new community borehole in a 
nearby village.

b.	 The video shows the community gathering around the new water kiosk and celebrating when the clean water flows. 

c.	 A new pipeline probably means: 

i.	 Girls will be able to attend school more frequently

ii.	 There will be enough water for all of the needs of the community

iii.	 Improved sanitation (eg water is available for washing hands) this means there may be fewer incidences of illness 
and death from water borne diseases. 

iv.	 Improved economic conditions-perhaps less livestock will die if there is a drought. 

4. What challenges might Evelyn’s community still face? 

a.	 If Turkana County is still suffering from drought, its possible clean water may not be the only impact. Livestock and 
livelihoods may still be in danger if there is not enough feed for the cattle. 

b.	 Food insecurity may still be an issue as a result of the drought. 
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